SHREWSBURY

Too soon ta'en prisoner ; and that furious Scot,
The bloody Douglas, whose well-labouring sword
Had three times slain the appearance of the King,
'Gan vail his stomach, and did grace the shame
Of those that turned their backs ; and in his flight,
Stumbling in fear, was took.

The slaughter had been terrible, particularly among the knights
and gentry, Worcester was executed and the dead body of
Hotspur was placed upright between two mill-stones near the
pillory in Shrewsbury. On the site of the battle Henry built
a church and a college of priests to pray for the souls of
the dead. From over the East window of the church the
effigy of the King looks towards Haughmoncl, whither his
enemies fled.

Edward IV, who as a former Lord Marcher was familiar
with the border country, founded the Council of the Marches,
which sat yearly at Shrewsbury in the Council Houses adjoin-
ing the Castle. But though the town had received much favour
from the Yorkist kings, it was obliged to admit Henry, Earl
of Richmond, in 1485 when he came to Shrewsbury from Mil-
ford Haven where he had landed to claim the English throne.
Master Mytton, * the head Bailey \ made a valiant show of
resistance at first, saying that * he knew no King save only King
Richard whose lieutenants he and his fellows were and before
he should enter there he should go over his belly, meaning
thereby that he would be slain to the ground/ However, the
following morning after some further discussion * the said
Mytton lay along the ground and his belly upwards, and so
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